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Over a bridge of boats across the Bosporos Dareios
marched through Thrace to the spot where the lonians
had already prepared another bridge of boats by which
he was to cross the Istros (Danube). This bridge
Dareios wished at first to break up immediately after
his passage : but when Koes, the tyrant of Mytilene,
warned him of the danger (not of defeat in battle, for
this he professed to regard as impossible, but) of star-
vation, he ordered the lonians to keep guard for sixty
days and then, if by that time he should not have re-
turned, to break up the bridge. Once in the Scythian
land, the Persians, we are told, were lured across the
Tanais to-the banks of the Oaros, whence the Scy-
thians who acted as decoys began to move westwards.
Eagerly pursuing them, yet never able to come up with
them, Dareios at last in sheer weariness sent a message to
the Scythian king,biddinghim to submit and give earth and
water, or else to come forward and fight like a man. The
reply was that the Scythians were only following their
usual habits of moving about, and that if Dareios wished
to see how they could fight, he had only to lay hands on
the tombs of their forefathers. He was thus obliged to
go on his way, finding his most efficient allies in the don-
keys and mules of his army which by their braying or
by their odd looks frightened the Scythian cavalry. The
monotony of his course was at last broken by the arrival
of a herald who brought as gifts for the king a bird,
a mouse, a frog, and five arrows. In the king's belief
these gifts meant that the Scythians yielded up them-
selves, their land, and their water, beffause the mouse
lives on the land and the frog in the water, while the bird
signified the horses of warriors and the arrows showed
that they surrendered their weapons. But Dareios was
dismayed to learn that the signs could be interpreted as
a warning that unless they .could become birds and fly up